Anhui Culture

Rab Nawaz

CAS-TWAS - Ph.d Fellow, 2016, Registration No:
BL16006002
USTC, Hefei China, 230000

About Anhui Province

Anhui is a landlocked province of the People's Republic of
China located in the eastern region of the country. Located across
the basins of the Yangtze River and the Huai River, it
borders Jiangsu to the east, Zhejiang to the southeast, Jiangxi to the
south, Hubei to the southwest, Henan to the northwest,
and Shandong for a short section in the north. The provincial capital
is Hefei.

The name "Anhui" derives from the names of two
cities: Anging and Huizhou (now Huangshan City). The abbreviation
for Anhui is "Chinese: B5%; pinyin: wdn" after the historical State of
Wan, Mount Wan, and the Wan river.

A Brief History --- (Anhui Province)

The province of Anhui was formed in the 17th century. Before then,
there was no coherent concept of "Anhui". In terms of culture,
Northern Anhui was firmly a part of the North China Plain together
with modern-day Henan province, northern Jiangsu and
southern Shandong provinces. Central Anhui was densely
populated and constituted mostly of fertile land from the Huai
River watershed. In contrast, the culture of Southern Anhui,
bordered mostly along the Yangtze, was closer to Jiangxi and
southern Jiangsu provinces. The hills of southeastern Anhui formed
a unique and distinct cultural sphere of its own.

A little about Geography

Anhui is quite diverse topographically. The north of the province is
part of the North China Plain while the north-central areas are part
of the Huai River watershed. Both of these regions are very flat and
densely populated. The land becomes more uneven further south,
with the Dabie Mountains occupying much of southwestern Anhui
and a series of hills and ranges cutting through southeastern Anhui.
The Yangtze River finds its way through south Anhui in between
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these two mountainous regions. The highest peak in Anhui is Lotus
Peak, part of Huangshan in southeastern Anhui. It has an altitude of
1873 m.

Major rivers include the Huai River in the north and the Yangtze in
the south. The largest lake is Lake Chaohu situated in the center of
the province, with an area of about 800 km? (310 sq mi). The
southeastern part of the province near the Yangtze River has many
lakes as well.

As with topography, the province differs in climate from north to
south. The north is more temperate and has more clearcut seasons.
January temperatures average at around -1 to 2 °C north of the Huai
River, and 0 to 3 °C south of the Huai River; in July temperatures
average 27 °C or above. Plum rains occur in June and July and may
cause flooding.

Anhui Culture

Anhui spans many geographical and cultural regions. The northern,
flatter parts of the province, along the river Huai He and further
north, are most akin to neighbouring provinces like Henan and
Shandong. In contrast, the southern, hilly parts of the province are
more similar in culture and dialect to other southern, hilly
provinces, like Zhejiang and Jiangxi.

Mandarin dialects are spoken over the northern and central parts
of the province. Dialects to the north (e.g. Bengbu dialect) are
classified as Zhongyuan Mandarin, together with dialects in
provinces such as Henan and Shandong; dialects in the central parts
(e.g. Hefei dialect) are classfied as Jianghuai Mandarin, together
with dialects in the central parts of neighbouring Jiangsu province.
Non-Mandarin dialects are spoken in the south: dialects of Wu are
spoken in Xuancheng prefecture-level city, though these are rapidly
being replaced by Jianghuai Mandarin; dialects of Gan are spoken in
a few counties in the southwest bordering Jiangxi province; and the
Huizhou dialects are spoken in about ten counties in the far south,
a small but highly diverse and unique group of Chinese dialects.

Huangmei Opera, which originated in the environs of Anging in
southwestern Anhui, is a form of traditional Chinese opera popular
across China. Huiju, a form of traditional opera originating in the
Huizhou-speaking areas of southern Anhui, is one of the major
precursors of Beijing Opera; in the 1950s Huiju (which had
disappeared) was revived. Luju is a type of traditional opera found
across central Anhui, from east to west.

Anhui Cousins

Anhui cuisine is one of the eight great traditions of Chinese cuisine.
Combining elements of cooking from northern Anhui, south-central
Anhui, and the Huizhou-speaking areas of southern Anhui, Anhui
cuisine is known for its use of wild game and herbs, both land and
sea, and comparatively unelaborate methods of preparation.
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Education in Hefei

There are 28 universities in Anhui province. Among 28 universities,
10 are located in capital, in the Hefei City. All universities covered
all engineering sciences, medical sciences, physical sciences and
social sciences discipline.

The University of Science and Technology of China where | am
studying, is No.6 university among more than 500 universities in
China.

Tourism in Anhui
Anhui's principal tourism sites include the following:

1. Ancient Villages in Southern Anhui - Xidi and Hongcun (World
Heritage Site).
Chao Lake
Jing Ting Mountain
Mount Huangshan (World Heritage Site)
Mount Jiuhua
Mount Langya
Mount Qiyun
Mount Tianzhu
Old Town of Tunxi
. Taiji Cave, the longest karst cave in East China.
. Zhenfeng Pagoda, a Ming Dynasty pagoda in Anqging City.
. Zuiweng Pavilion, named after the poet Ouyang
Xiu (1007-1072 CE).
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Major national and historical sites of Anhui province can be seen on
the following link,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_national_historical_and_cult
ural_sites_(Anhui)
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